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Greetings Cross Roads Family,
As we are getting ready to say goodbye to another calendar year,
one that many of us are feeling quite ready to be done with, I think it's
important to remember that, if you're following the church liturgical
year, we have already begun anew! The first Sunday of Advent is the
start of a new church year, and we begin with the promise of a child
born to save us, Emmanuel, God-with-us. Throughout Advent, we are
presented with reminders of the hope, peace, joy, and love that God's
promise brings to our lives as faithful people.
Then...the culmination of the time of anticipation...Christmas! The
celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, a baby born in poverty with
young parents in a town away from home. His circumstances speak
so much to our current time...how do we welcome Christ in our world
today? How do we treat people in poverty, people far from home, the
vulnerable in our midst?
As we contemplate those things, Jesus and his family are visited by
magi, wise kings from a foreign land who bring gifts to this family.
Though they do not follow the Torah, they know the importance of
this child before them. That day in the church calendar is known as
"Epiphany." An epiphany is described as a revelation, and this event
certainly is a revelation. The Messiah, once thought to be only for the
Jewish people, was revealed to Gentiles as the "good news of great
joy that shall be for ALL people." Jesus came to seek and save all
people. And what a revelation it is for all of creation!
Last year, we chose stars with words to help to guide us through
2020. Maybe you still have yours, maybe you don't. But you'll get one
for 2021...and as we all pray for new revelations and an end to the
chaos that has surrounded us in so many ways during 2020, may we
remember that no matter what, God has been with us, God continues
to be with us, and God will go with us always.
Be safe in this season. Wear a mask. Wash your hands. Physically
distance yourselves from others. But continue to connect.
Blessings, Pastor Niki

Upcoming Worship
Schedule
December 20
"The Lord Promises"
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Fourth Sunday of Advent

The church office will be
closed from December 25
until January 4. Please
contact Pastor Niki with
pastoral emergencies only.
Thank you.

December 24
"For Fear, Send Angels"
Luke 2:1-20
Christmas Eve 5:30 & 7:30
December 27
"Lessons & Carols"
Virtual Worship
will be available via YouTube &
Facebook & email
January 3
"2021: The Promised Land?"
Joshua 1:1-9
Elder Ralph Lowe
Virtual Worship

Join us at 10am on Sundays for
Worship, LIVE from Zoom or
YouTube!

Zoom
Meeting ID: 8426717379
Password: 3281
Call (301) 715-8592

YouTube
1. Visit crossroadsgibsonia.org
2. Click YouTube image on our homepage.

As the pandemic continues to impact our world,
we are mindful of those in our church family who
may be struggling financially. A hardship fund has
been started to help those who may be in need of
help with bills or groceries. Please don't hesitate to
contact Pastor Niki for more information.

Collection Schedule
Blessings Box
Are you looking to donate items for
our Blessings Box? Here's a list of
items we need as we enter the
fall/winter season...
Toiletries (these always go quickly;
travel size is perfect)
"Hearty" canned soups
Pasta sauce
Pasta (including Gluten Free)
Cereal (cold & hot)
"lunch box" packs (granola bars,
graham cracker packs, goldfish packs)
You can also donate financially to the
Blessings Box! Just write "Blessings
Box" in the memo of your check.

12/20 - Crackers
12/27 - Granola bars
1/3 - Toilet paper
1/10 - Ramen Noodles
1/17 - Clorox Wipes
1/24 - Hand Soap
*all items can be dropped off in bins at
church in the hallway to the sanctuary*

BORED?

It's winter. We live in
western PA. Normal
routines are still not
normal. You watched all of
Netflix. Here's some ideas
from your Membership
Committee & Pittsburgh
Fifty-FivePlus.

Write Your Life Story – Perhaps you’ve been meaning to write your life story. Now is a perfect time to do it. You
don’t have to be fancy. All you need is a notebook and a pen. Start with your earliest memory and keep going.
Participate in a Book Club – Pastor Niki would like to start a Book or Short Novel Club, and/or a Movie Club
starting in January. Enjoy fellowship, while providing insights and ratings for popular media.
Participate in a Prayer Group – Choose a consistent day/time/hour with friends or fellow church members to
gather online and pray, similar to what our Deacons did once a month in the front of the church following service.
Contact Pastor Niki if she can be of help in setting something up.
Take a Course – If you have the internet and a laptop, smart phone, iPad, or smart TV, consider enrolling in a
Master Class or The Great Courses subscription. These online subscriptions offer a wide variety of programs
taught by experts in the field.
Family Recipes – Are you in possession of your great-grandmother’s pierogi recipe? Are you a fantastic cook,
but prepare everything by adding a little of this and a pinch of that? Now is a perfect time to record your family’s
favorite recipes. Better yet, if you are tech savvy, record a cooking session on your iPhone and upload to YouTube,
allowing an audience to benefit from your teaching.
Attract Winter Birds – If you’re lonely, our feathered friends can keep you company. Nothing brightens the day
more than a visit from the seasonal Cardinal or Blue Jay. Buy a feeder or decorative suet bar and see what comes
to visit. Squirrels may wreak havoc, but perhaps their determination can entertain.
Indulge in the Arts – Have you ever wanted to paint, draw, learn to crochet or knit? YouTube has instructions on
just about anything and you can teach yourself. You don’t have to be an expert; the joy is in the doing.
Declutter – This is not fun, but the satisfaction you will receive after you get your house in order is well worth
the time spent.
Organize Those Photos – Do you have shoeboxes filled with photographs? Now is a great time to put them into
albums. If you don’t have the motivation to do that, at least, write on the backs of the photos who is in the
picture, where and when the snapshot was taken. Your loved ones will be grateful that you took the time.
Research Your Family Tree – Sites like Ancestry.com usually come with a limited complimentary membership
when you have your DNA tested. On the site, you can connect with ancestors far and wide and preserve your
family’s history.
Try Tai Chi or Yoga – By now, you’ve taken numerous walks to pass the time. Maybe you’re ready for a change.
Most everyone can do some form of Tai Chi or Yoga. You can usually find instructions online, on your cable
station or order a DVD course. Flexibility is essential as you get older.

Cross Roads Family & Friends,
First, allow me to express the gratitude of Frank
Lemmon, your church treasurer, and those of us
on the Finance Committee, for the pledge cards
we have received so far. We wanted to start the
budget process early this year, which meant you
received your stewardship information earlier
than you may have anticipated. As of this time, we
have received just over half of our expected
pledge cards.
In the column next to this note, you can see what
has been pledged so far to the general budget.
This does not count the over 13% that has been
pledged to our Mission fund, nor the funds that
have been pledged to our Foundation & Upper
Parking lots. Your generosity to pursuing our
mission to be Christ's hands and feet and to help
all grow in knowledge of the love and grace of
Jesus Christ is awesome!
If you have not sent in your pledge card yet, please
do so! This practice may seem small, but it is so
helpful for us as we plan ahead for 2021 and how
we will continue to be the church in this
community! Below is a prayer that you can pray as
you fill in your card and mail it in (or even your
offering envelope too!)

Prayer as you give from afar...
Dear God, I used to bring my little envelope to
church with its own little number. I would place
it upside down in the plate, and piled with
others.
Now I mail it in a bigger envelope with a stamp
and I worry my lonesome commitment is not a
tangible-enough response to your generous
grace. As I write in my pledge card to also send
in with a stamp, help me feel the heft of your
yoke and submit to the bitter burden of
discipleship made sweet by your
gentle and humble heart. Don’t let me check
out, but instead go all in with your church so we
can discern your way and be sent together in
these strange times. Amen.

A chronological journey through the Bible over 31 weeks...
As Christians, we should strive to know God. One of the ways we do that
is by reading Scripture. But did you know that most church-goers don’t
read the Bible on a regular basis? Some make a resolution on January 1 to
go through a Bible plan, but don’t even finish Genesis. How can we help
each other dive into Scripture regularly? How can we connect the stories
we read and hear with our lives lived today? Enter The Story. In 2021, we
ask you to participate in this journey of learning what God’s Story has to
do with your story. This is a church wide journey for all ages, helping
each person to connect with God’s story at their own level. And we’ve got
a few ways to help.
1. Sunday worship will center around one chapter each week (starting
with an introduction on Sunday, January 17 and the first chapter on
Sunday, January 24)
2. Weekly Emails to help guide your reading
3. Weekly Discussion on Zoom (times offered TBD)
4. Monthly worship boxes for families with children to participate
from home
FAQ's
HOW DO I PARTICIPATE? Purchase a copy of The Story. You can do this by going
online or to a local bookstore. You can also contact Pastor Niki to get a physical
copy. Some people like print books, others like digital books. Some may even wish
to get the audio book. It’s up to you!
WHAT DOES IT COST? You are asked to donate $10 to cover the cost of your book
(should you purchase it through the church.) Other than that, it will cost your time
each week, depending on what you decide to participate in of our offerings.
DO I HAVE TO ATTEND A ZOOM CLASS? Nope. You don’t have to attend a weekly
discussion. But it can only be helpful for you to grow!

