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"(Mary) will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.” ~Matthew 1:21
This coming Sunday marks the start of another year in the liturgical life of the church
with the First Sunday in Advent. And with that, we also begin another year in the revised
common lectionary cycle (a 3-year cycle that goes through much of Scripture, with 4
passages assigned to each Sunday and holy day in the life of the church.) This year, we
begin the cycle again with Year A, which focuses on the Gospel of Matthew and its
teachings. If you have ever read through each gospel, you may notice that there are
some differences between them. That's because you are getting essentially the story
about the same person, but told from 4 different perspectives, with 4 different goals.
Luke is all about being the "historian," using primarily events to show that Jesus is the
Savior of the world. John's primary focus is on belief, and wrote his gospel to inspire
belief in Jesus Christ. Mark writes about Jesus' work in the world and his authority.
Matthew not only emphasizes the teachings of Jesus, but writes for a primarily Jewish
audiences, showing continually how Jesus not only teaches with the law, but fulfills the
prophecies about the Messiah that Israel had been promised through the prophets by
God. And so from the very start of Matthew's gospel, its readers are told the punchline:
Jesus is our salvation.
And that is where we begin our year in the gospel of Matthew. For the season of
Advent and into Christmas, we will explore what salvation is, what are the signs of its
coming, and what salvation means for us all. As we move throughout the church year, we
will continue to focus on the teachings of Jesus, how we are all called to die, but also how
we are all called to live. In the summer, we'll take a deep dive into the Great Commission
given to us all at the end of Matthew's gospel and before the heavenly ascension of
Jesus, then explore the challenges of the good news that Jesus came to share.
So I encourage you to add a great version of the Gospel of Matthew (such as the
Reader's Gospels) or even a good commentary (such as the Belief series or the N.T.
Wright series) as we take a deeper look at this rich gospel and what we can learn from it.
~Pastor Niki

Worship Schedule
November 27
First Sunday of Advent
"Longing for Salvation"
Matthew 24:36-44
December 4
Second Sunday of Advent
"Preparing for Salvation"
Matthew 3:1-12
December 11
Third Sunday of Advent
"Signs of Salvation"
Matthew 11:2-11
December 18
Fourth Sunday of Advent
"Salvation is With Us"
Matthew 1:18-25
Saturday, December 24
7:00 PM
Christmas Eve
"Unboxing Christmas"
Luke 2:1-20
Matthew 1:1-17

Join us at 10am on Sundays for
Worship, LIVE on YouTube!

YouTube
1. Visit crossroadsgibsonia.org
2. Click YouTube image on our homepage.

Collection schedule for
December
12/4 - Condiments
(Ketchup/Mayo/
Mustard/Relish)
12/11 - Canned tuna
12/18 - Boxed Macaroni &
Cheese
12/25 - Hamburger Helper
1/1 - Hand Sanitizer

Seeking: Drivers

We have seen A LOT of use of our Blessings
Box lately. So much, in fact, that it has been
difficult to keep fully stocked. If you are
able to give any physical items, here's some
of what we've had requested by its users:
-Soap
-Baby wipes
-Diapers
-Formula (due to nationwide shortage)
-Toothpaste
-Cereal bars
-Pet food
-Pasta
-Easy Mac (doesn't require milk)
-Canned meats (chicken, tuna)
-Feminine Hygiene items
-Travel size tissue packs
-Sunscreen
-Cereals (like Cheerios)
-Spaghetti Sauce

Do you have some free time
to spend getting to know
some of your church family?
Some of our members are in
need of rides to
appointments, treatments,
etc. If you're willing to be on a Financial donations can also be made by
call list, let Pastor Niki know writing a check to the church and noting
"Blessings Box" in the memo.
via email!

